[image: ]


[image: ]
image1.png
June 10, 2020
To our Goodwill South Mississippi Community,

In 1902, Reverend Edgar J. Helms founded Goodwill Industries to address the inequities experienced by
immigrants and people with disabilities. Helms believed that what people needed “was a chance, not a
charity.” That promise is true today, in honoring the legacy of Reverend Helms, we commit daily to help
people overcome barriers to reach their fullest potential through the power of work. For many African
Americans, racism has been a barrier to employment and equal treatment under the law. Locally,
Goodwill’s focus is eliminating poverty in Mississippi by empowering individuals, strengthening families
and building strong communities.

In the last several weeks we have seen images that are disheartening, disturbing, and clearly exemplifies
a lack of humanity towards African Americans. Racial inequalities have manifested itself in all facets of life
for hundreds of years. Most recently, these inequalities towards African Americans has been carried out
by law enforcement officials in the loss of life of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and countless others. Black
Lives Matter and the issue of racism matters, so we are speaking up and doing something about it!

As an organization we commit to:
Acknowledge the pain that racial inequities cause African Americans and the entire community
Advocate in support of public policy that advances diversity, equity, and inclusion

Continue developing an organizational culture that values diversity, equity, and inclusion by
embedding in our Strategic Plan and the establishment of a DEI Committee.

Our organization at every level, to include leadership and the board of directors will reflect our diverse
community.

Let us be very clear, Goodwill proudly supports diversity, equity, and inclusion for all people regardless
of race, color, religious beliefs, ancestry, sexual orientation and gender identity.

We believe that change starts with us. We’ve engaged our team and acknowledge their hurt,
disappointment, and fears. Together, we will do more to ensure our communities are better for all.

God Bless,
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Richmond Vincent Shelby Fox
President and CEO Chairman, Board of Directors
Goodwill Industries of South Mississippi Goodwill Industries of South Mississippi

Mississippi Goodworks Inc. Mississippi Goodworks Inc.
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STATEMENT REGARDING THE OFFICIAL FLAG OF THE STATE OF
MISSISSIPPI

The Goodwill of South Mississippi stands with the Mississippi Gulf Coast
Chamber of Commerce and the Mississippi Economic Council that the
Mississippi state flag must be changed.

The presence of the Confederate Battle Flag as a component of the 1894
flag is offensive to many, is not representative of all Mississippians, and it
perpetuates negative stereotypes of our state. Regardless of its origins,
and despite some opinions that the emblem honors history and heritage,
the reality is the battle flag has become a global symbol of prejudice and
hatred.

Goodwill feels strongly that the adoption of a new flag is timely and we
believe that it would dramatically improve Mississippi's image, advance a
positive narrative about our state, set the stage to increase economic
opportunities, and improve the quality of life in a fair, diverse, equitable,
and inclusive manner for every Mississippian.

The current flag is extremely harmful to Mississippi’'s image and reputation
for those outside our state and is hurtful to many fellow Mississippians.
Goodwill strongly encourages state leaders to take immediate action and
change the Mississippi state flag.
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Richmond Vincent
President and CEO
Goodwill Industries of South Mississippi, Inc.




